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Observations and recommendations
2.1

Publishing on paper is probably still the most reliable method of achieving a long-term (perhaps >100 year) archive,
especially for text in black and white. It avoids most of the complications of electronic storage. Please refer to
comments by the VP of Google and by British Library archivists, as reported in the next two pages.

2.2

For some organisations, exchanging journals electronically could impact their sales of paper journals, which they
might use, quite legitimately, to cross-subsidise other speleological activities.

2.3

In some countries, making cave information widely available electronically could result in more cave vandalism and
raise safety issues for the public, who do not commonly read paper caving journals. However, in other countries, it
has not been the practice to give cave location information, even in paper journals. Thus, each country needs to agree
its own site information standards. These might vary from putting most cave grid references in all paper and
electronic journals and on websites (if there is little risk, as in the UK), to limiting this to paper journals only, or to
completely refusing to publish any site location information (as in Australia).

2.4

For organisations that choose to publish only electronically, it is recommended that, in order to create a permanent
archive, some copies (perhaps at least 10) should be printed to paper. Two of these should be stored in the
organisation’s own library, with the others possibly distributed more widely as exchange copies.

2.5

Despite using digital electronic production methods, it is expected that many high-quality journals will continue to be
published on paper for those who request it, although many will also be published electronically. Receiving
speleological journals on paper remains popular with many club members and organisations. It is clearly more
efficient for the publisher to do the printing of covers and contents and the binding, rather than for each individual
reader to try to do that for himself, to the same quality standard. Thus, some members may be prepared to pay a
premium for this ‘service’, whilst others may prefer electronic distribution, to avoid paper altogether. Some people
will also welcome both delivery methods, to take advantage of digital searching.

2.6

Each journal should be specified in Appendix 7 to show which issues were published on paper, which of those have
been scanned, and which were produced digitally. Note that some digital journals might contain material that is not
suitable for printing.

2.7

Commercial publishers increasingly charge authors for publication, especially for colour pages, as a way to help cover
their costs. Additionally, commercial charges to authors or their institutions for making papers ‘open access’ are
several thousand per article. These practices provide niche opportunities for speleological journals that are published
locally and not via an international publishing house. Such journals could make similar but much more modest
charges or simply request some small financial support from each author’s academic institution, if applicable.
However, any such charges or requests need to ensure that they do not limit the volume of submissions.

2.8

For articles that are not written in English, consider having an English summary or abstract. The contents of PEWG
Appendices are biased towards Europe and English language journals at present. It might be beneficial if versions
could be provided for Latin American use, written in Spanish and Portuguese.

2.9

It is recognised that to attract good academic papers, some publications need to be peer-reviewed. They also may need
to obtain an ISI number and a high citation index, so that authors who submit to them continue to receive research
funding.

2.10

It is recognised that not all published speleological literature has been listed in the UIS Speleological Abstracts.
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Guardian G2, 17-02-15.

“Going, going, gone “, Lewis Dartnell
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